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"and I ~rd the voice of ffirpers ffirping with their harps." Revelation 14: 2

* * * * * * * *. * * * *

. ASPI-esident Reagan ~uld say: " ••.~ll. .• " the first Newslet.ter is history and
fran hundreds of subscrirers, it was great. I relieve the t-etional Sacred Harp Newsl~tter

is !"ere to stay. So "here ~ go" with nl1I11b=r tvlO!

* * * * * * * * * * * *

A w:>RD FRCM THE NATIONAL CDNVENrION••••••
As the old rolored preacher said, "Not speaking as an authority, which I is ... " this

was a GREAT SINGIN3! There ~re people here fran all 'over the "territory" and they caro2

for the b..1siness of singing, which they proceded to do. It had every reason to re a good
singing, for here was assembled the cream of the c~ of Sacred Harp Singers. Fran all of
us in Birmingham to all of ylall wno carre-rrany fran a great distance and at quite an
expense-~ say: thank you, Thank You, THANK YOU!! r .We ~re glad to have you and ~ hope
ylall a:nB tack again. The temperature in the auditorium \\as just right. Half of tJ1e
people ~re too hot and the dther half ~re too cold. Adding these twu extremes you carre
up wi. th p:::rfection. And p:::rfection is pretty hard to ~ by these days!

**ANNOUNCEMENTS** W)W! ! * * * * * * * * * * * *

Jarres Erery "Bo" Bosarg, b::>rn 12/2/84, 'ioBS Christened May 12, 1985 at the First Lutheran
Chruch in Birmingham, Alabama~ His proud parents are Pennie Morrison Bosarg and her
hustand, Jim Bosarg.

* * * * * * * * * * * *
Honorable Mr. D. T. Whi te presented a citation of appreciation fran the Sacred Harp
Publishing Co. to Mrs. Ethel Mc:Gough' in ronor of her father,. Joseph Joshua Harper, for
outsanding wurk in Sacred Harp Music May 12, 1985 at Old Hatwucrls Primitive Baptist Church,
Nouvoo, Alabama.

FES'PIVANNI * * * * * * * * * * * !

"Music for the Spirit" Leone Cole Auditorium, Jacksonville State College,
Jacksonville, Alabama; Monday, August 5th, 7: 30pn, Sacred Harp Singers from all over are
invited to attend.

* * * * * * * * * * * *
Sf\rnED HARP SI~ERS SINS AT BASEB1\LL GI\..~??

Tre Chicago Sacred Harp singers sang for the opening tall garre (April 185) of the
Chicago Cul:s. Trey sang the National Anth~ in 4 part hanrony, arranged by Phillip Trier.
For a ropy, -,.;rite Marcia Johnson, 912 W.Agatite, Chicago, II. 60640.



JULY SINGIN3 SCI-roLS
Page 2

July 20th & 21st, "Historic Antioch Academy" Louvale, Georgia, teacher-Hugh McGraw

July 2200 - 27th, Glenloch Baptist Church, 4 miles Southeast of Roopville, Georgia,
teacher-Richard DeLong

* * * * * * * * * * * *
GOOD OLD FASfilOOED TEA CAKES

1 egg
1/2 tsp. soda.
i cup sugar
1/2 cup of Crisco
2 T. sweet milk

qy Charlene Wallace

2 1/2 cups-plain flour
1/2 tsp. salt .
1 stick of margarine, softened
1 tsp. vanilla

Mix all ingredients, drop by teaspoon 00 ungreased rookie sheet. Flatten with glass dipped
in sugar. Bake 10 - 12 minutes at 400 degrees.

* * * * * * * * * * * *

JULY BIRTHDAYS

July 1st - T.H. Ross
5th - CYnthia Huckel:a

12th - C.L. Ballinger
17th - Stanley Smith
29th - Peppy Gregory

co YOU KNOW•••.

July 200 - Hassel Pal..Irer
8th - Paul W. Frederick

16th - Agnes Hocutt
27th - Farlis McGraw
! ! ! fWPY BIRTHDAY!!!

•.• that Sacred Harp people stick together like leaches?
... that no llBtter what happens, there is always sanel:xxly who knew it would?
... tha:t rrore people fish on Sunday than those who attend a Sacred Harp

singing? (I just can't believe this!)' .
•. •that rrost of us \'wDuld rather re ruined by praise than saved qy

critism? .
• • •the four things every Sacred Harp singer must possess: 1) Book 2 )Car

3) Fan & 4)F~lls Cough Drops

* * * * * * * * * * ~ *
GaIN::; MY WAY?

Marie Aldridge and her sister, Edith Tate, nade a trip recently to Florida
to visit· relatives and had Sacred Harp m\,lSic all the way. The· Sacred Harp music helped
keep them fran getting tired and also kept Edith fran talking so much!! Happy trails
girls! !

*****

On W2dnesday, l>"ay 15, a group met at the Clebur~e County Nursing Heme and sang fran the
Sacred Harp. Everyone had a good ti.Ire and enjoyed the singing! !-Alice Edwards

* * * * * * * * * * * *
MJE: "Did you know daddy is a singer?"

JOE: "~re did he learn to sing?"

MJE: "He says fran a Correspondence course fran Richard .~. De!Dng!"

-JOE: "W=ll, roy it sur.e sound.c; like he lost a lot of his nail!"
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TO:Mr. & Mrs. ramie v. cato, 1118 W:x:xl Ln., Arlington, Texas 76017, who will celebrat@
their 50th wedding anniversary on JUly 7, 1985. call than up and congratulate them.
I did. (ph. 817-473-4970)

TO: ~.ai Kelton. She tas finished her dissertation "Analysis of the Music Curt'i(;uli..ull of
Sacred Harp (AIrerican Tune Book, 1971 Edition) and its Continuing Traditions". She
reC'~ived ~~r d:X;torate frcm t.:.'1e Ul'1iversity of Alabalra C'il r.~y 18: 1985.

**REMEMBER: We want all of your '''newsy news". Serrl it right on in!!

* * * * * * * * * * * *

THE mSTCRY OF THE SACRED H1\RP .rooK, Part One by: Richard L. ~I.oog

Aside fran the Holy Bible, the OOokfound most often in the ~s of Rural.
Southerners is, without a Cbubt, the big oblong volUf'09 of songs called The Sacred Harp.
Few people know the history of this sacred voll.IlTB, nor Cb they realize its hunble
beginning in 1844 and its progress and improvement fran that date to the present 1985 - an
era of 141 years.

The conpiling of an edition known as the forerunner of Sacred Harp \'as begun in 1834,
by Ben jamin Franklin White and his brother- in-law, William Walker, of Spartanburg, South
Carolina, ,and vas cxxnpleted in 1835. Williarrt Walker took the rranuscript to New Haven,
Connecticut, to have it printed. When the rook carre fran the press that sane year, it was
entitIed Tl"E Southern' Hannony arid Musical canpanion, by William Walker - with 00 rrention
of B.E. White. This incident grieved Mr. White and caused him to pack up his ~r1d1y

gocx:1s, leave his friends and relatives in the Spartanburg section, and nove with his
fami 1y to Rami 1ton, Harris County, Georgia.

In his new:hc::m::!, B.F. White soon becarre a prcminent citizen. In' 1844, he plblished a
collection qf songs in OOok form. Th~s new t~-OOok was known as The Sacred Harp.

by B.F. White and E.J. King. 1500 copies of the first OOokwere printed and sold for 40~

each. It contained 242 songs. pages 27-262 '.
At the 1849 session of "'fhe Southern Musical COnvention", a a:.mni.ttee of 8 rrembers

was. appointed to. en;targe the Sacred Harp. The cannit,ee was ~ed of, B. F. White,
Ch,l1nMn 1 Joel K7ng~ Leonard P. Breedlove, A. Q]let;:ree., S.R. !\enlck, J.R. Turner, R.F .M.
Mann, and.E.L. Klng. 103 songs were added, en1arglng the OOok to 366 pages. A total of
345 songs. \

A second appendix to the Sacred Harp vas produced in 1859. Once again a ccm:ni ttee of
8 ~bers chose 74 songs expanding the OOok to 429 pages. The committ~ again included
B.F. White as Chai~n along with E.T. Pound, J.P. Rees, R:F~ Ball, A. Q]letree, T.
Waller, J.T. Ednunds, and A.S. Webster. .-

In 1869, a o:mnittee a:::roposed of B.F. White, E. Durras, Atsa1an Q]letree, R~F.M. Mann,
.and Marion Patrick added a thir<~ appendix, with 60 songs. The new appendix included such
favorites as Fillm:::>re, The Saviour's call, B10cming Youth,' ACbration, and Sharpsburg.
(pages 434, 489, 176b, 138t, 39b in ~971 Denson Revision)

\ BeSides adding a new appendix, rrany songs fran the ol00l!' sections of the 000]( v.ere
deleted. This is the first tine any songs had been taken out of the Sacred Harp.

'" ~2 songs ~re taken fran the 1844 section - addi~g 31.
\ 19 songs were taken fFan the 1850 appendix - addi'ng 28 .
. 8 songs were taken fran the 1859 appendix "\ adding. 10 - Grand Total: 129 songs added

Example of songs deleted in 1869: Hebrew Children (p. 113, Denson Book, 1971)
Sain~'s ~ligh~ (p. 114, Denson, Book, 1971)
The Saint's Bound For Heaven (p. 35, Denson Book, 1971)
Russia (p. 107, Denson Book, 19(1)

Example of songs added in 1869: Bear Creek (p. 269) ,-
iWhite (p. 288)

Jesus is My Friend (p. 345t)
Panting for Heaven (p. 384)

The 1869 revision was printed in 1869 and in 1870: however, no changes in content were
mare in 1870. B.F. White was -working on a 5,th edition when he suffered a fall on Spring
St. in Atlanta, GA. This resulted in hisreath in 1879.,

{TO BE CDNTlNUED NEXT M)NI'H)
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At New Orleans B:l.ptist Theological SEminary, students in Dr. Harry Eskew's hymnology
class learn to sing Sacred Harp each year as a part of their exploration for the roots of
B3ptist church music. After learning the shapes and how to sing fa, sol, la, the students

, participate in an annual singing, usually held during the rronth of April. This singing
has OJ<-n:~ t() b2 the highlight of the programs sponsored by the student chapter of the Hymn

Society of Arrerica on the seminary campus.

* * * * * * * * * * * *

DEATHS

Maud Godsey Adams, died 5/34/85, I))uble Springs, Alabarra, age 89

* * * * * * * * * * * *

On Saturday, OCtob=r 27,1984 at 10:00 a.m., a group of approxinately 150 gathered at
Hamilton, Georgia on the town square to p3.y tribut,e to Benjamin Franklin White, author of
~he Sac~ed Harp, 1844. A historic narker was placed in the city park in his honor.

Hugh McGraw, Master of ceremonies, v.elcaned the group and opened the dedication' by
singing "Holy Manna", p. 59. After singing I the first verse, the group was asked to stand
and sing the fifth verse. Scripture and prayer W'lS then led frcm Psalm 100 by Rev. M:1bry
Collins, Pastor of Hamilton Baptist Church. Huch McGraw then led "Webster", p. 31b; "Look
Out" by B.F. White, 1842, p. 90; "Lenox", p. 40; and "~r", p. 49b.

The decendents of B.F. White ...-ere then recognized. Sorre decendents v.ere hearing
Sacred Harp music for the first time.

William Steis, from the City of Hamilton, then v.elcomed everyone on behalf of the
city. The nayor was unable to attend the cereroony dre to other obligations. While the
speaker system was being repaired, "New Britain", p. 45t was conducted by Hugh Z....cGraw. The
first, second, fourth, and fifth versesv.ere sung. Hugh then recognized Joe Mahan, Jr.,
Historic Preservation Planner for the la,.;er Chattahoochee Planning Comnision fot his
efforts in establishing the ,marker.

Kattie H. Mahan, ·Ph.D. iMusicologist, Columbus College, Colurnb.Is, Georgia, then s[X)ke
on B.P. h1J1ite---"One Man Can ~.ake a'Difference."

Hugh McGraw then v.elcomed I))uglas C. Purcell, Executive .Director of the Historic·
Chattahoochee Commission, Eufaula, Alabama.

Singing reslDlEd with Hugh directing "Burk" by B.F. White, 1843, p. 92; "Idurrea",
p. 47b; "The Lone Pilgrim" canposed by B.F. White while at the grave of a friend, 1850,
p. 341; and "Beach 'Spring", p. 81t. Hugh then spoke on "Why Sacred Harp singing will neverdie"'" . '. "', .,'" '" .',.,

Dr. Willaim J. Reynolds, Ph. D., Assistant Professor of Church Music, Southv.est Baptist
Theological Seminary, Fort Ybrth, Texas, was then introduced. Dr. Reynolds gave avery
interesting and inspiring speech on the life and times of B.F. White.

Joseph B. Mahan then gave a short talk.
, 'The preparation for the unveiling of the marker \l.B.S then made. Hugh introduced B.F.

White's great-great grandson, DJnald S. Clarke, who unveiled the marker. The decendents of
B.F. White gathered around the rrarker for pictures.

Hugh McGraw then led "The Morning Tnmrpet", 1847, p. 85, "Send a Blessing", 1859,
p. 369, "Help Me to Sing", 1859, p. 376 and "The Hill 0f Zion", p. 565b, all by B.F.
I-Jhite.

Hugh t..'len asked the group to rise and sing ~'Parting Hand", p. 62 - only the w::>rds
~re sung. Dur ing the song, msnbers of the group greeted their neighoor and took the
t.raditional "p3.rting hand".

Hugh then thanked everyone so gracio~qly for corning and making this historical day an
event to be rem:rnbered.
(You my obtain a copy of Dr. Willaim J. Reynolds speech en the life and ti.rres of B.F.
White for $2.00.)

ON TIiE TOP OF THE NEXT PAGE IS THE HISTORICAL ~'S~SCRIPTION»»»»»»»»»»»



B. F. wlII'l'E

1800 :-- 1879

S0N3 ~ITER,

TEACHER, EDITOR,
LIVED IN HAMILTON,

1843-c.1868, ~ ~YOR, 1865.
NEAR THIS sror IN 1844 HE PUBLISHED SArnF..D HARP,

A "fa-scl-la" ACCAPPELIA SINGING SCHCOL rooK N:::>W IN ITS 14TH EDITION.
~mTE TAUGHI' IN 1\ LOCAL ACADE1-1'l, CO~1XJCI'ED

SINGING SCHCOIS IN W\NY PLACES
AND ORGl\NIZED SINGING

CDNVENI'IONS, SCME
OF WHICH STILL

EXIST.
·1

HE DIED IN ATI.ANI'A AND IS BURIED AT OAKIAND CEMErARY IN ATLANI'A, GEORGIA.

~~la~fala lar-------=-j~
la la scI t

trumpet sound in that rrorning

Erected by Historic Chattahoochee Ccmnission and Kindred and Friends of B.F. White.

Things VE Could Readily IX> Without: References to Sacred H3rp "sings". This is an
affectation which S<:XTe of the new rook people have picked up fran other sources and has no
place with us. VE realize the problem of .grarnrer and we know the difference I::et~ an
adjective and a noun, but (for Heaven's sake) let's have done with the business of saying,
"There W3.S (or will I::e) a Sacred Harp Sin<!J" at such-and-such a place, and \.1?e the good-old
honest tenn of SINGIN3!

** * * * * * * * * * *

CELEBRATE
***** * * *

* * * ** * * ** * * * * **** ***** *****

* ** ****

** ******
**

*** * ** **** * * BIG SINGlN3!! !

VE hope you have a safe and happy holiday. Listed on the next page are sorre special
singings you rray v.ent to att~nd on July 4th and rrany other days during July. Let's I::e
thankful for the freedan we enjoy in the good ole USA!!!
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COOPER B:X)K***"''''*************************************************************************
July 4th - Union Hill Singing Hall, 1 mile South of Miller's Crossroads, Florida

- Rarrah Church, Lenox, Alabama
lOth - Harrrony Church, 5 miles North of Sanford, Alabama
12th - Enon Church, 4 miles South of Josie, Alabama
15th - ~tt.. Gilead Church, 10 miles North of Samson, Alabama, Hwy. 87
17th - GGvington Courthouse, Andahusia, Alabama
27th - Cluster Springs, Church, 7 miles Northeast of ~funiak Springs, Florida

DENSON B:X)K******************************************************************************
July 3rd - G3.uley Free will Baptist Church, 2 miles W=st of Calhoun, Mississippi

4th - Muscadine Methodist Church, Muscadine, Alal::BrPa
4th - Lil:.erty Church, near Helicon, Ala., 6 miles-8outh of Hwy. 278 and one mile

vest of Hwy. 77
4th - Mt. ~n Primitive Baptist Church, North of Hwy. 8, '3 miles W=st of Vardanan,
4th - Mt. Zion Church, 4 miles SOUthVwBSt of Ashland, Alabama Miss.

20th - Walker County Convention, City Auditorium, Jasper, Alabama
, JULY SCHEDULED Sn-x:;IN;S

. .,. ,

COOPER BOOK***********************"'''''JC''''JC'JC~************************************************

1st Sunday - Southeastern Alabama Convention, Carroll Church, Pleasant Grove, East Broad
St., Ozark Alabama

2nd Sunday - LitBrty Church, 3 miles tbrthVwBst of Vernon, Florida, Hwy. 278
- Cool Springs Church, Opp, Alabama" Hwy. 84 east

3rd Sunday - Zion Chapel, 15 miles tbrth of EltB., Alabama, Hwy. 87
- Excambia Convention, Ramah Church, Lenox, Alabama
- Holly Springs Methodist Church, Hwy. 64, South on Martin Mills Rd., Canton,

Texas
4th Sunday - Valley Grove Church, 10 miles tbrth of Opp, Alab:ura, Hwy. 33l.
WIRE GRASS SACRED HARP SINGERS•.• COOPER BOOK*********************************************
1st Sunday - Christ.'1'as Singing, Greater Beaulah Church, Cothan, Alabama .
3rd Sunday - Pea River Baptist Church,' New Brockton, Alatama
4th Sunday - New Bethel Church, camptBlton, Florida
CHRISTIAN ~lONY***~********************************************************************

4th Sunday - Bibb CoUnty Convention, Old Pleasant Hill Church, 4 miles ~st of
Centreville,. Alabama, off Hwy. 82, 89th Session

DENSON BOOK******************************************************************************
1st Sunday - Cross Roods Baptist Chruch, 9 miles North of TallajX>Osa, Georgia

- t\'lew FlatVwDOds Church, 3 miles South of Nauvoo, Alal:arPa, and east of Hwy 11,
Nauvoo to, Carbon Hill

- Pleasant Hill Chruch one mile SoUthVwBSt of W3.rner Robbin's, ~rgia 00 South
Pl~sant Hil~ Rd •.'

1st Sunday and Sat-urdaY; tefore. ~ Henagar Union Convention, LitB.rty Church, 2 miles North of
Henagar, A~abama

2nd S~day - Springs Creek Chruch, 3 miles ~st of Banner, Calhoun County, MissisSippi
.- Mt. Zion C~ruch, 18 miles North of Gorcb, Alal:aITa, Hwy. 159
- Pleasant Grove Church, 5 miles vest of BuchanarJ, Georgia, Jacksohville Rd.

2nd Sunday and Saturday tefore - Cullman Courthouse, Cullman, Alab:ura
3rd S~day - Mt. oa.k Church, 5 miles Northeast of Arab, Alabam.:\

- Mt. Camel Church, 5 miles East of Millpxt, Alatama
- Mt. Parion Church, 7 miles tbrth of Fruithurst, Alabama, South of Hwy. 69
.... Mt. Zion Church, near Fyffr=, AlatBma ' \
- Sec-ond AT-illual Co..'1neticut COnv-ention, 12: OOpn ;\M:morial Chapel, V€sleyan

University, Middletown, Conneticut '
3rd Sunday and Saturday tefore - Reeky Mt. khruch, 3 ,miles So!lth~st of U3.viston, Alatema
4th Sunday - Chickasaw County Convention, Enon Primitive Baptist Church, 3 miles Sout.h of

Hwy. 8,8 miles East of !buston, Mississippi
- Dosses Creek Chruch, 15 miles South~st of Cullman, Ala~~, Hv~. 69
- Mar ion County Courthouse, ,Hwy. 54, 78 and 278, Hamilton ,i Alabama

4t.l-: Sunday and Saturday b:!fore - A1atama Convention, Sardis Chruch, 3 miles VwBst of Hl..y. 31
Monis t A~ab:lJ!E

4th Sunday and saturday tefore - Cotaco Convent;.ion, H3.r1rony Primitive Eaptist Church,
Lawrence Cove, East of Falkville, Alab:una, in furgan County

4th Sunday and SaturdaY,tefore - Mt. Zion Methodist Church,'.,.i'''It. Zion, Georgia, Hwy 16, West
of Carrollton, Georgia \

"
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(by state or country)
AIAB1\MA - 1st M::nday in ea. rro., Estes Nursing Ibre, 6pn, Tuscaloosa

-,,1st Friday night in each rronth, 7pn, Highlands United Methodist
Church, ~Jntsvi1le/~cre infonTation call David Iv~yl 205-881-5291

- Saturday ritght refore 2nd Sunday in each rronth, Shady Grove (Keeton
Caretary), Walker County 1 1/2 miles Fast of New FlatwOods Church on
Hwy. 11, Nauvoo to Caroon Hill .

- 1st Sunday night in each rronth, Friend$..hip Church, 8 miles Southeast
of Haleyville on Hwy. 195 South at church sign 2 miles

- 1st,Sunday night in each rronth, Gum Food Morgan County, 18 miles
Northe.ast of CU1l.r/\a.n

- 4th Sunday night in each rronth, Old Flatv;oods Church, 3 miles South
of Nauvoo just West off Hwy. 11

- 200 SlIDday night in each rronth Mt. J;ebanon Church, 10 miles Northeast
of Fayette on Bluff Rd.

'- 2nd SlIDday night in each nonth, Rice School House, Arab; also, every
5th Sunday night

- 1st Wednesday in each month, Jones Chapel COmmunity center, Hwy. 278
West of Cullman

CANAm - Every Tuesday, 7: 30pn, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada; 'ca.l1 Sheldon Posen
for location 1 613-235-9947

COIDRAOO - JlIDe 3rd, 16th and 30th, [):nver; for t.iIre and place ca.ll Alfred
Saussotte 1 303-665-4455

CONN. - 2nd Sunday of each lID., Conn. Valley Hannony rreets at'M:m:::>rial Chapel
Wesleyan U., Middletown, Conn., 7-9pn, Call Susan 1 203-583-0841
(Also, last Sunday of each month 3: OOpn - 5: OOpn

ILLINOIS- Once a rronth on sunday, Chicago; ca.ll Maria Johnson 1 312-878-3661
INDIANA - 1st and 3rd SlIDdays, 7: OOpn at the h<:Ire. of Patrick Hauck, 1201

N. Windsor, Indianapolis 1 317-636-2466
KENI'OCKY - 200 Sunday-Sept. -May, 3: OOpn, The Applachian Assoc. of Sacred Harp

, Singers - Chapel Hill Presbyterian Church, Tates Creek Rd., Lexington
more information ca.l1 Ray Turner 1606-277-9250

MARYIAND - 2nd Friday, 7:30pn, Takcxra Park, ca.ll Bob Estyj 301-434-4737
MISSOURI - 1st and 3rd Sundays, 2: 30pn, St. wuis, call Kare..'1 ISbell for

loca.tion at 314-644-5422 or Elliott Ribner at 314-535-6138
NEW YORK - 2nd/3rd SlIDday, October thru May, New York 'Pinewoods Sacred Harp

Singers - - Plus special sessions, at Joe Beasley's, 3555 23rd St.,
Apt. 524, Jackson H=ights, New York; more information ca.ll
718-898-3436, they sing fram 10 different shaped-note books

N.C. - 200 SlIDday in 8C\ch rronth, Person Hall, University of N.C., more
inforiretion call Dan Patterson 1 914-962-4065

- 3rd Sunday in each month, 3:00pn, W3.chovia Aroor Moravian Church on
Aroor Rd., Winston-Salem, rrore information call Gene Anderson at
919-274-5943

c.mx;oN - M::mthly in Eugene, Call or write for futails: Mary Fulton, 2976
Mill Rd., Eugene, Ore. 97405 1 ph. 503-~44-8521 or Darothy Jackson,
2680 Riverview Dr., Eugene, Ore., 97403 I\ph. 503-345-3153

- Corvallis Folklore Society, Corvallis, ca.ll Frank Hull for tine and
place 1 503-752-1303' ,

TENNESSEE- New Harp of Columbia Book, each Sunday at 8: OOpn, 1638 Highland,
Knoxville. New singers ~1<X:lCre and taught, coffee & cookies during
breaks, for futher information ca.ll Ronald Peterso~ I Home:
615-688-5119

WISCa3IN - 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month at 3: OOpn at St. Francis Ibuse,
1001 University Ave., Madison, ca.11 608-651-2897 or 609-255~3245
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On Saturday, May 4th, I \\'as chauffeured to Zion Rest Primitive B3.ptist Chruch in
Jasper, Alabama for a t-anorial Singing for Ruth D. E.&-Tcl.rds, Elmer Kitchens, and Ernest
Nunn. I arrived one hour early and found tre door key in a very secret place. I unlocked
the church and then I t.urned on the tx>~r and the w:lter. I then relaxed until the crowd
arrived. ~fJ'_} h,ad a good sinqlng. The fellowship and dinner Vv~re delightful. I got reck
herne aroU-.'1c1 6:30pn - 220 miles. I got up early punday rrorni,ng (5:00am), t-f.ay 5th, drove
myself down to Ozark, Alab:una to the Heath ~rial Singing out of the Cooper Book. We had
a large crowd and you rave never seen so much dinner. I CCL'1 't remem1:er when I've seen so
many kids running around allover. All ages!! Pallets ~re everywhere. And they ~re

all dressed up in their Sunday test. I got tack l:1<::xre near 7: OOpn - 420 miles.
On Saturday, M3.y ~lth, sorre others and myself rrotored up to a new singing in

Huntsville, Alab3ri1a. It \\as 'held at the Burritt Museum on top of the second highest
mountain in Alabama. The sight was breath""-taking. Visitors carne fran everywhere and the
little church was filled up. I <'bn't know what they'll 00 with the crowd next year!' The
church W3...S mO\li2d fran !Jt3dis,::m,; Alab:'llr.:'\ a,nd put hick tog2the:r just like it was 105 yE'.ars
ago. It W'.lS so good to sing in a church t.hat old. I got 'to see my long-lost friend,
Elder J .L. Hopper, whcrn I have not seen in years. He led two new songs in the old section

. of the rook. (Pages 450 and 266.) vIe fad to sing 266 twice and v;e did pretty good the
second tinE. You look it over and see how well you could 00 singing it. Sarre of our test
singers ha.d an awful cold. I kno~ l::ecause they coughed all th1;'ough the song!! Dr. Julietta
Hayes celebrated her birth and 'V~ all sang "IHappy Birthday!" to her. (oords only.) ~ had
a good &y and just a 'v.onderful lunch. 'lbe hOlm people really did express themselves by
bringing' out the foal. You have never see,1 so many cakes and pies. ~ got reck harre at
7: OOpn - 220 miles.

I attended my hoJ:n2 church (First Baptist, Bre-nen, Georgia) on May 12th, rrorning and
evening services and sang in the choir. (- 5 miles)

On funday" May 13t." I took myfarrous quartet to Atlanta, Georgia to ~ a program for
Clarkston Baptist Church. Arrived l:ack horre around 10: 30pn -- 140 miles."

On Saturday, ;May 18th, ~ drove up to Berea, Kentucky for' the 3rd annual State
Convention. Over 100 singers ~re present -- the largest crowd they have ever had. They
spread lunch this year and really had plenty for all. I net a good friend, Fred !-laver,
fran Indiana. He sang, page 2=84, "Enfield". I have never heard this' song sang in all my
singing years. Why did I have to go 800 miles to hE¥r this song used? Why cbn' t v.B sing
it at our singings? Folk.s, t.1'.e best songs in our l:x>ok ate n~ver used. T'nere 'tvere 8 states
represented at the, singing. Tne hare r;eople were real pleased at the turn-out. ~ got
re.ck horne about 9: 30pn on Saturday evening -- 800 miles. "

On Slmday ,May 19 t.h, I drove over to·, Tallapoosa, Georgia to Poplar Springs B3.ptist
qhurch to attend tl1(2ir ann-fJ.'ll, singing. W:!. had a goed singing and a delicious lunch. After
lunch I left and drbw:.! Over to Cain Creek Primitive ]3::mtist Church (lcca,ted 10 miles Fc.s-t
of Heflin, Alab:u:na)'~ E-eEeve ID2,i had to park one mile fr<l"h the church. Y(,1U have never
seen so many cars. I believe everyone came in their o;.m car. I sang a rremorial lesson for
Preston ~\l3.rren, a g-,."Od fri?nd of mine who p3.ssed away earlier this year. I presented the
family with a certificate of appreciation from the Sacrep I~rp Publishing Co. for Preston's
Qutstclnding'toX)rk in Sacred F..arp ffiUS~C. I arrived harre close to 5:30pn - 60 miles.
, On t-13y 24th, a group from Geor,giq. and Alabama left the' Atlanta Airport at 8: 30arn
heading for Paxton, .IllinGis to te a part of the 1st Illinois State Convention. It star~
on; Friday night with al:x>ut 50 singers v.arrning up in a rrotel roan. You know all al:x>ut this.
Any Sacred Ha.rp singer who goes off to a convention g~ts started in a rrotel roan. ~ of
thE¥n gets stopped· by the }X)lice. (J: \IOn' t say ,who the:Yi \\ere-you know!) Then on Saturday,
around 11: OO&Il, singers form 9 states assanbled' in the First United lvEthodist Church in
Pa~on, Illinois. You' h."l.ve. never heard such singing as they did., It was really v.Dnderful
and tr..e dinner ,\';(1S veri filling. I don't believ'e there was a dry eye at the end whe.'1 ~
took tt'1e "Parting HaJ."1d". We did rot cease singing until 5:l5pn (Ga. tiIre) • And no one
left early. rfhis was their first convention, but it will not t.e their last.

We ha.d to sit in the airport all day Sunday waiting to catch our plane tack to
Atlanta. ~ thought aoout all the 'singing that was going on and how we missed them.
Arrh'ed h:::me around 11:OOpn.- 1800 miles.
**30 HOURS OF SI~~ING**· **3665 MILES**

MU rnw W\S l'OOR MJNrH'.??
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